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Draft Resolution on “Towards an Asian Parliament” 
 

SC- Political- SCCAP/Draft Res/2017/01        
 15 March 2017 

 
Recalling the document titled ―Foundations of an Asian Parliament‖ prepared by the Asian 

Parliamentary Assembly (APA) Permanent Secretariat in May, 2014; 
 
Further recalling the Lahore Declaration adopted on 3rd Dec, 2014 by APA Plenary that 

established the Special Committee on the Creation of the Asian Parliament (SCCAP), to consult 

with Member Parliaments in order to formulate a road map for Asian Parliament, reflecting the 

emergence of the Asian Century; 
 
Emphasizing that the creation of an Asian Parliament is a long term objective, various aspects.of 
which need to be explored as stipulated in the report of APA Standing Committee on Political 
Affairs held on 2 June 2016 in Jordan; 
 
Welcoming the decision made in the meeting of the SCCAP convened in Jordan in June 2016 and 

approved by the 9
th

 APA Plenary meeting in 2016, that the SCCAP will function under the APA 
Standing Committee on Political Affairs; 
 
Recalling the discussion of the SCCAP meeting held on 29 November 2016, Siem Reap, 
Kingdom of Cambodia; 

 

Therefore, we the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

 

1. Reiterate our resolve to continue efforts and support the fulfilment of SCCAP’s 
objectives;    

2. Support the step by step and inclusive efforts of the SCCAP in promoting cooperation 
through consultation with Member Parliaments on common issues such as 
environment, poverty alleviation, trade and regional connectivity amongst others;  

  
3. Support the creation of sub-regional groups in the APA for providing input to the 

SCCAP. The Sub-Regional groups for the purpose of the Asian Parliaments shall 
submit their input through the APA secretariat to the SCCAP which will place a report 
containing the proposals before the Standing Committee on Political Affairs before 
every plenary;  
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Draft Resolution on “Good Governance” 
 

SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/02  
15 March 2017 

 
Realizing that good governance is inextricably linked to sustainable development which leads to 
stability and prosperity; 

Recalling, UN Commission on Human Rights Resolution No.2005/68 of 20 April 2005, UN 
Human Rights Council Resolution No.7/11 of 27 March 2008 on ―Good Governance for the 
Promotion of Human Rights‖ and as well as the ―United Nations Millennium Declaration‖; 

Recognizing the importance of good governance in the achievement of SDGs; 

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, the Convention on the Elimination 
of all Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1969, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, 1976, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1976, the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, 1979, the 
Convention against Torture, 1987, the Convention on the Rights of Child, 1990, which provides 
every citizen, irrespective of gender, religion or race, a right to take part in the public affairs; 

Therefore, we the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

1. Reiterate that good governance is a key to achieving inclusive economic, social and 
institutional development; 

2. Recognizes that transparency in all its forms and manifestations, free, responsible 
media, right to information, popular participation in government (India), and a 
vibrant civil society are the pillars of good governance; 

3. Suggests that Member Parliaments may provide indicators for good governance; 

4. Stresses upon the Member Parliaments to identify gaps in governance which may 
lead to poverty, injustice and terrorism resulting in the weakening of democratic 
institutions; 

5. Calls upon Member Parliaments to ensure enhanced participation of women, youth 
and minorities in the national political process; 
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Draft Resolution on Rule of “Law and Judicial Empowerment” 
 

SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/03 

15 March 2017 
 
Recalling the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, which are indispensable 
foundations for a more peaceful, prosperous and a conflict free world; 

Recognizing that the rule of law is essential for all states equally, and respect for and promotion 
of the rule of law and justice are the guiding principles for every state; 

Further recognizing that all persons, institutions and entities, public and private, have a right to 
be accorded equal protection of the law and to be treated in accordance with the law, without any 
discrimination; 

Recommending all members States Reaffirming the duty of all Member States to settle their 
international disputes through peaceful means, including, negotiation, dialogue, mediation, 
conciliation, arbitration and judicial settlement; 

Further reaffirming that the rule of law is and the protection of human rights can realize through 
the empowerment of the judiciary; 

Convinced that the rule of law and sustainable development are inextricably linked and mutually 
reinforcing, and are an essential prerequisite for the realization of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

We, the members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

1. Stress the importance of civilian capacity development through rule of law; 

2. Stress the importance of institutional strengthening by maintaining the rule of law; 

3. Urge Member Parliaments to ensure compliance with international humanitarian 
laws, as they are an indispensable prerequisite for improving the situation of victims 
of armed conflict, through enactment of appropriate legislation and development of 
oversight mechanisms; 

4. Commit to ensure that impunity is not tolerated for genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity or for violations of international humanitarian law and gross 
violations of human rights law, based on the principles of shared responsibility and 
non-interference of States in the internal affairs of other States, in accordance with 
international law;  
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5. Encourage the promotion of a system of justice which incorporates the full range of 
judicial and non-judicial measures to ensure accountability, justice, provide remedies 
to victims, reconciliation, and establish independent oversight; 

6. Reiterate our strong and unequivocal condemnation of terrorism and extremism in 
all its forms and manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever and for 
whatever purposes, as it constitutes one of the most serious threats to the rule of Law; 
and 

7. Emphasize the importance of our continued efforts for promotion of the rule of law 
in all its aspects, and to take steps to strengthen the rule of law for realization of 
peace and security, human rights and development. 
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Draft Resolution on “Good Parliamentary Practices” 
 

SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/04 

15 March 2017 

 
Noting the ever increasing and assertive role of parliaments in public affairs and in the promotion 
of democratization for ensuring good governance; 

Taking into account the fact that 181 states have adopted parliamentary systems for managing 
their national affairs; 

Noting the cardinal role that parliaments play in a democratic polity and in addressing issues of 
public importance; 

Recognizing that parliaments must be truly representative, transparent, accessible, accountable 
and effective in its functions; 

We, the members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly: 

1. Urge APA (Kuwait) Member Parliaments to adopt transparent modes of public 
communications, through ensuring access of media to their administrative system and to develop 
their own websites and broadcasting channels; 

2. Further urge APA Member Parliaments to devise effective outreach mechanisms for 
engagement with public, including, civil society, with a view to ensure their 
meaningful contribution in the legislative processes; 

3. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to adopt measures for ensuring public 
confidence in the integrity of parliamentarians, through enforceable codes of conduct 
and transparency in managing the affairs of political parties and their funding; 

4. Encourage APA Member Parliaments to streamline their legislative process by 
encouraging public hearing in respective constituencies; 

5. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to ensure their effective participation at 
regional and international forums (India) with a view to promote transnational 
collaboration amongst Member Parliaments, and to devise a strategy towards this end 
by the APA; 

6. Also call upon APA Member Parliaments to ensure their oversight of the executive, 
particularly, in the formulation of international policy, and to make recommendations 
to their respective governments towards a peaceful settlement of international 
disputes; 
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7. Urge APA Member Parliaments to adopt positive measures for ensuring a 
meaningful participation of women, minorities and marginalized communities in 
their working;  

8.  Call upon APA Member Parliaments to promote inter-parliamentary cooperation 
through formation of friendship groups and working groups on issues of common 
interest; 

9.  Further Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage developing democracies 
through sharing their experiences and best parliamentary practices and provide 
technical and other required support with a view to facilitate their process of 
democratization. 
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Draft Resolution on Building Prosperity in Asia Through 

Friendship and Cooperation 
 

SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/05 
15 March 2017 

 

We the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly 

Recalling relevant APA resolutions on Advancing the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation 
in Asia (APA/Res/2015/01—11 December 2015); Resolution on Measures and Methods of 
Materialization of Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2014/01— 3 
December 2014); Resolution on Consolidation of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia 
(APA/Res/2013/01-- 9 December 2013); Resolution on Reinforcing the Declaration on 
Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2010/09—30 November 2010); 
Resolution on Pursuing Implementation of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and 
Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2008/09, 29 November 2008) and Resolution on the Friendship 
Pact in Asia; (APA/Res/2007/06, dated 19 November 2007); Text of the Declaration on 
Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia (APA/Res/2007/06/Annex, 19 November 
2007); 

Relying on deep-rooted ties of history, geography, culture, economy, politics, and civilization 
which bind Asian nations together; 

Recognizing the amity and the friendly relations among the Asian Nations, Parliaments, and 
States as an indispensable asset which need to be further strengthened by all kinds of inter-
governmental; inter-parliamentary as well as inter-national interaction and cooperation; 

Deploring the current widespread war and violence in West Asia which undermine peace and 
security and entail massive killing and indiscriminate targeting of innocent people; 

Offering in Good Faith all our capacities and capabilities in parliamentary diplomacy for 
mediation, reconciliation, and supporting dialogue with a view to promoting friendship and 
cooperation and contribute to peaceful resolution of conflicts in Asia; 

Emphasizing the fundamental role of democracy and human rights in the promotion of friendship 
and cooperation in Asia and calling upon all Member Parliaments and their respective 
Governments to ensure equal and non-discriminatory access of their citizens to civil rights; 

Reiterating the importance of the Declaration on the Principles of Friendly Relations in Asia as a 
proper framework for promoting peace and prosperity in Asia; 
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Encouraging further expansion of friendly relations including cultural, diplomatic, scientific, and 
commercial relations among all Asian States and further interaction among Asian Parliaments 
and Nations in pursuance of the purposes of the Declaration; 

 

1. Urge collective and concerted efforts by all Asian States whose parliaments are APA 
Members to provide humanitarian assistance of all kinds to the vulnerable people in 
war- torn countries; 

2. Call Upon all Asian States to direct their diplomatic efforts at reducing political 
tensions and utilize all ways and means within their power to avoid and de-escalate 
controversies which have potential to undermine principles of friendship and 
cooperation in Asia; 

 

3. Urge Asian Parliaments to disseminate information about the APA Declaration on 
the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in Asia by all available means 
including parliamentary and state publications, parliamentary friendship groups, 
public programs, etc. 
 

4. Decide that every Member Parliament would motivate public and private media 
networks, websites and the like at local and national levels to engage in promoting 
and spreading the word about the content, importance and positive results of the 
adoption and implementation of the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship 
and Cooperation in Asia; 
 

5. Encourage Asian academic institutions, think-tanks and research centers, 
universities and educational institutions, as well as professional associations 
throughout Asia to take part in promoting and adhering to the tenets and guidelines 
enshrined in the APA Declaration on the Principles of Friendship and Cooperation in 
Asia, 
 

6. Call upon all APA Member Parliaments to inform the APA Secretariat of measures 
they have taken in promoting the APA Declaration on Principles of Friendship and 
Cooperation in Asia 
 

7. Request the Secretary-General to continue his consultations and coordination with 
the APA Member Parliaments as well as interested Asian organizations and 
academic institutions for promoting further activities and joint initiatives pertaining 
to Friendship and Cooperation in Asia. 
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Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments and Governments Together 

for Prosperity in Asia 
 

SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/06 

15 March 2017 

 

We the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA), 

Recalling APA resolutions on Mobilizing Interactions Between APA and Asian Governments 

(APA/Res/2015/02—11 December 2015); Engaging APA with Asian Governments and Inter-

Governmental Organizations (APA/Res/2014/02); Asian Parliaments and Governments: 

Together for Solidarity and Prosperity in Asia (APA/Res/2013/02 –9 December 2013); Measures 

for Enhancing Cooperation Between APA and Asian Governments (APA/Res/2010/11, 30 

November 2010) and resolution on Enhancing Cooperation Between Asian Parliamentary 

Assembly Member Parliaments and Their Governments for Implementation of APA Decisions 

(APA/Res/2008/10, 29 November 2008); 

Emphasizing the need to foster closer coordination and cooperation between APA and 
Governments of APA Member Parliaments; 

Encouraging Member Parliaments to consider endorsing and adopting common legislations on 
issues of mutual interest to both APA and Asian Governments; 

1.  Urge all Member Parliaments to inform relevant high-ranking officials of their 
respective governments of the great potentials, activities, and achievements of the 
APA as the largest inter-parliamentary organization in Asia and report thereon to the 
Secretariat for circulation; 

2.  Decide to form APA parliamentary groups comprising nominated delegates from 
volunteer Member Parliaments under the supervision of the APA Vice-President for 
Political Affairs, and in full coordination with the APA Secretariat, to hold contacts 
and meetings with relevant inter-parliamentary and inter-governmental 
organizations, with a view to converging points of view and considering possible 
joint initiatives pertaining to regional and global issues, including the creation of an 
Asian Parliament; 

3.  Encourage Member Parliaments to seek the views of their respective Governments 
on the subject of Asian Parliament and to contribute to the work of the APA Special 
Committee on the Creation of Asian Parliament (SCCAP) by providing their points 
of views and analyses of the subject matter; 
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4.  Request APA Member Parliaments to identify and describe their priority desirable 
topics for receiving training, as well their capabilities to offer training and best 
practices, and share them with other Parliaments through the APA Secretariat, in 
order to organize training programs on exchanging best practices and learning from 
each other; 

5.  Request the Vice-President for Political Affairs to report to the Executive Council 
and the Plenary Sessions on his/her activities pertaining to the formation of working 
groups from interested Member Parliaments to focus on the implementation of APA 
decisions on political affairs; 

6.  Request the Secretary-General to expand the scope of its contacts and 
communications with inter-governmental as well as inter-parliamentary 
organizations who work on issues relevant to the items on the APA agenda in order 
to facilitate further interaction and joint efforts on common grounds with a view to 
enhancing cooperation between Asian Parliaments and Governments and report 
thereon to the next session of the APA Standing Committee on Political Affairs and 
the Executive Council. 
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Draft Resolution on Asian Parliaments’ Unwavering Support for the 

Palestinian People 
 

SC- Political/Draft Res/2017/07 

15 March 2017 

 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

Recalling APA Resolutions on Supporting Palestinian State and Protecting Rights of Palestinian 
People, (APA/Res/2013/03, 9 December 2013); Violations of International Humanitarian Law in 
the Palestine and the War Crimes Committed By the Zionist Regime in Gaza (APA/Res/2009/01, 
8 December 2009); and Humanitarian Crisis in Palestine Particularly in the Gaza Strip 
(APA/Res/2008/08, 29 November 2008); 

Inspired by the Principles and objectives enshrined in the APA Charter and the relevant APA 
resolutions; 

Committed to contribute to the promotion of peace and security at regional and global levels on 
the basis of justice and the rule of law; 

Affirming the responsibility of the international community to support implementation of 
resolutions and recommendations of the United Nations Security Council; the UN General 
Assembly; the Human Rights Council; and the APA pertinent to the situation in Palestine, 
particularly Al-Quds Al-Sharif; 

Supporting the establishment of an independent Palestinian State with al-Quds al-Sharif as its 
capital,  

Denouncing the declared intention of the US to transfer its embassy and discouraging the transfer 
of any other embassy to Jerusalem; 

Expressing serious concerns on Israel’s lack of commitment to abide by resolutions and 
recommendations of the UN Security Council, the General Assembly, the Human Rights 
Council, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and the APA regarding the human rights situation in the 
occupied Palestinian territories, particularly in Al-Quds Al-Sharif; 

Reaffirming the applicability of the fourth Geneva Convention relative to the protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian territories, 
including Al-Quds Al-Sharif; 
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Recognizing that Israel’s severe violations of international humanitarian law and of the human 

rights of Palestinian people undermine international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting 

peace in the region; 

1. Urge all Members of the APA to support and treat the State of Palestine as a full 

member of the United Nations  

2. Denounce all violations of international law which threaten international peace and 

security including all acts of terrorism and organized crimes; and violations of human 

rights committed by the Israeli occupying forces in Palestine. 

3. Encourage all members of the international community to put pressure on Israel to 

immediately release all the Palestinian prisoners including the Members of the 

Palestinian Parliament; dismantle all illegal settlements as well as the entire 

separating wall and put an end to confiscating Palestinian lands. 

4. Declare all legislative and administrative measures and actions taken by Israel, 

including expropriation of land and properties which tend to change the legal status 

of Jerusalem as invalid and bearing no legal effect on their original status. 

5. Condemn Israel’s continuation of building settlements defying applicable 

international law; disregarding the legitimate rights of the Palestinian People 

including their right to resist and protest against foreign occupation of their lands; 

and hampering international efforts towards achieving a just and lasting peace in the 

region; 

6. Express grave concerns on the suppression and injustice, as well as continuing 

violence practiced against people, particularly women and children, in the occupied 

Palestinian territories under the Israeli occupation including East Jerusalem, and in 

the Syrian Golan occupied by Israel; 

7. Call Upon all members of the APA and the United Nations as well as all regional 

and international organizations concerned, particularly the United Nations Security 

Council and the International Criminal Court to address, under the UN Charter and 

the Rome Statute, the crimes against humanity and the war crimes committed by 

Israel in Palestine which threaten the international peace and security; 

8. Praise the decision taken by the European Union not to purchase any products 

produced in the settlements based in the occupied territories and call on states of the 

APA Member Parliaments to act in a similar way; 

9. Demand Israel to stop the systematic destruction of the Palestinian cultural heritage 

as well as the destruction of public and private properties, as laid down in the Fourth 

Geneva Convention; 

10. Reject the unlawful resolutions adopted by the Israeli Kennesit such as 

Judaisation of the Jerusalem and the Citizenship Loyalty Law, denying the State of 



14 
 

Palestine and the rights of Palestinian People in the occupied territories; 

11. Call Upon the international community to fulfill its pledges to rebuild infrastructure 

and rehabilitate people in Gaza which have been destroyed by Israeli forces.  
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Draft Resolution on Asian Integrated Energy Market 
 

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/8 

26 April 2017 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

Recalling APA Resolution on Integrated Energy Market in Asia (APA/Res/2015/05) adopted at 

the 8
th

 
APA Plenary in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015 and other relevant APA 

meetings. 

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on the Asian Integrated Energy Market (AIEM), 

and the meeting of the Energy Sub-Committee held in Islamabad, Pakistan, on 27 July 2016; 

Considering the role of energy market integration between West and East Asia in the future due 

to high rate of energy consumption in the East and South of Asia. 

Concerned about the political crisis in the West Asia in recent years as a real obstacle for the 

realization of Asian Integrated Energy Market; 

Recognizing that ―Integrated Asian Energy Market‖ can help the Asian countries to maximize the 

interests of both producers and consumers and minimize the risks and costs of energy in Asia; 

Welcoming the strong support of North-East, East and South-East Asia for ―Integrated Asian 

Energy Market‖; 

Emphasizing the need to develop multilateral co-operation among Asian countries and the work 

of APA to develop an Integrated Energy Market in Asia as efforts to provide a sustainable, green 

and clean energy as they are crucial for the climate change mitigation and the attainment of the 

Sustainable Development Goals; 

Reaffirming the importance of adoption and implementation of environmentally sound energy 

policies and projects throughout Asia; 

Welcoming the decreasing trend of energy intensity in the most regions of the world, particularly 

in Asia; 

Welcoming the Asian governments’ commitments to reduce carbon emissions affecting global 

warming and environment; 

Emphasizing the importance of unimpeded flows of energy  sources, technologies and capital, 
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and acknowledging that clean and renewable energy needs to be affordable to all; 

Recognizing that sustainable development, energy access, and energy security are critical to the 

shared prosperity and future of the region;  

Supporting a wider use of Natural gas as an economically efficient and ecologically clean fuel to 

promote sustainable development as well as to reduce the greenhouse emissions in accordance 

with the Paris Agreement on the climate change; 

Stressing on the commitment of APA members to cooperate and coordinate regionally and 

globally in the field of renewable energy, with the aim of joining up efforts, standards, norms, 

and objectives; 

Encouraging parliaments to develop strategies that support governments in relation to 

sustainable development, and to expand in depending on clean, renewable energy, such as the 

solar, hydropower, nuclear, and wind energies and priority should be given to the utilization of 

water as a source, when applicable; 

Calling on APA Member Countries to foster cooperation through joint research initiatives 

and transfer technology on clean renewable energy;  

 

1. Decide to expand the mandate of the Advisory Group on Energy to link the demand 

and the supply for energy in Asia and to promote the sustainable use of energy, in line 

with the spirit enshrined in the UN Summit 2015 Declaration to secure our planet for 

present and future generations; 

2. Call upon APA Member Parliaments to encourage their respective governments to 

expand bilateral and multilateral cooperation among Asian countries in the field of 

energy and its sustainability and to link such efforts with the existing international 

commitments such as the SDGs and the UN Framework Convention for Climate 

Change(UNFCCC); 

3. Call up APA Member States in South and West Asia to respond positively and 

urgently to the appeal of ―Integrated Asian Energy Market‖ in North-East, East and 

South-East Asia; 

4. Urge all Members of APA Parliaments to report to the Secretary-General on their 

national experiences in the field of increasing energy efficiency and their energy 

policies for the betterment of the information of the Advisory Group and to be 

forwarded to the Plenary; 

5. Request the Secretary-General to seek the views of Member Parliaments on the 

implementation of this resolution and to report thereon to the next meeting of the 

Standing Committee on Economic and Sustainable Development Affairs; 
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Draft Resolution on Environmental Issues 
 

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/9 

26 April 2017 

 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

Recalling APA Resolution on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, Climate Change, and 

Planting Billions of Trees Throughout Asia (APA/Res/2015/07) adopted at the
8th

APA Plenary 

in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, December 2015, the Paris Agreement on Climate Change  and other 

relevant APA resolutions; 

Welcoming the Report of the Secretary-General on Environmental Issues, Global Warming, and 

Planting Billions of Trees throughout Asia, contained in document SG/Rep/2016/03-2 dated 20 

July 2016; 

Adhering to the important role of environment in the sustainable development and meeting 

needs of increasing world population particularly countries of Asia which are facing dire 

consequences of climate change; 

Recognizing the need to pursue the sustainable development namely the economic growth, social 

development and environmental protection in a balanced and mutually supportive manner; 

Highlighting the link between sustainable development and other relevant ongoing processes 

such as that the implementation of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC), UN Convention Biological Diversity (UNCBD), UN Convention to Combat 

Desertification and the outcome of the International Conference on Financing for Development 

among others is linked with global sustainable development agenda; 

Emphasizing the natural capital such as forests, biodiversity, freshwater, and coastal and marine 

ecosystems as being essential to making ―green economies‖ a reality; 

Recognizing that climate change represents an urgent and potentially irreversible threat to 

human societies and the planet and thus requires the widest possible cooperation by all countries, 

and their participation in an effective and appropriate international response, with a view to 

accelerating the mitigation efforts; 

Underlining   the  necessity   of   a  comprehensive  and   long-term  strategy   to   combat 

desertification  and  marine life deterioration,  thus improving the  living conditions of  the 

people living in arid, semi-arid and coastal areas; 
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Recognizing  the significance of  exchanging  information  on  environmental issues among 

Asian countries and transfer of environmental technology, in particular scientific and technical 

assistance, from those states with high capabilities in the area of sustainable development to less 

developed states in Asia; 

Recognizing the urgent need to enhance the provision of finance, technology and capacity- 

building support by developed country Parties, in a predictable manner, to enable enhanced pre-

2020 action by developing country Parties; 

Concerned about the negative environmental impact of unbridled energy consumption on a 

global scale and particularly in Asia; 

Encouraging Asian parliaments of the countries which supported the Doha amendment to the 

Kyoto Protocol to speed up their acceptance of the second commitment period of the Kyoto 

Protocol, in order to provide further momentum for global climate action for the years leading up 

to 2020; 

Calling up on developed countries and international institutions to assist Asian developing 

countries, in their efforts to deal with negative consequences of environmental degradation 

effectively and reiterating the importance of devising a proper mechanism for technology 

transfer and financing environmentally sound technology from developed to developing 

countries; 

Emphasizing that substantive involvement of APA in the latest state of affairs as regards the 

ongoing negotiations within the context of UNFCCC, exchange of views among Member 

Parliaments and striving for bringing as much coordination and collaboration as possible in 

relevant negotiating for a with a view to serving and improving the common regional interest of 

Asia is a compelling imperative; 

Acknowledging the importance of enhancing the role of civil society, NGOs, policy think tanks, 

business and academia in the protection of environment through their inputs to the environmental  

policy formulation as well  as implementation at the local, national  and regional levels; 

Emphasizing the importance of cooperation among Member Parliaments with regard to efforts to 

combat desertification; 

Recognizing the success by Rio+20 United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development 

(UNCSD) in raising global awareness and international collaboration in the economic and 

environmental fields and the promotion of transparency; 

Recalling the role of United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in strengthening and 

building national capacity to promote sustainable management of the environment and in the 

implementation of programs that take into account environmental considerations; 

Agreeing to uphold and promote regional and international cooperation in order to mobilize 

stronger and more ambitious climate action by all Parties and non-Party stakeholders, including 
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civil society, the private sector, financial institutions, cities and other sub-national authorities, 

local communities and indigenous peoples; 

Stressing that all parties, including the business sectors have responsibility to preserve and 

conserve environment and that any ecological and environmental damage should be held 

responsible, according to the prevailing laws and regulations; 

 

Stressing the central role of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change in providing for 

collective international response to the challenge of the global climate change; 

 Welcome the adoption of Paris Agreement at the 21th session of the Conference of the Parties 

of UNFCCC in December 2015; 

1. Invite APA developed members to assess how loss and damage due to climate 

change affects the world, particularly vulnerable developing countries in Asia; 

2. Invite also Members of APA parliaments to be mindful of the right to a ecologically-

balanced environment; 

3. Urge Member Parliaments to modify, or enact, laws according to their respective 

needs to enforce strict protection of natural habitats and environment, as well as 

people, threatened by environmental deterioration; 

4. Call upon all Member Parliaments to promote the efficiency and effectiveness of 

targeted development programs through coordination efforts, including by UNDP; 

5. Call upon APA Member countries to take steps for public awareness concerning 

environmental protection and facilitating implementation of a global-scale system of 

interconnected collective and national efforts to mitigate negative anthropogenic 

impact on climate with a view to achieve sustainable development; 

6. Urge APA Parliaments to support Sustainable Development Goals with regard to 

environmental issues by adopting appropriate legislation; 

7. Call on APA member countries to uphold rule of law on environmental issues           

and to share good practices on that matters;  

8. Invite the APA Member Parliaments to proceed with legislation and other legal 

actions deemed appropriate and instrumental in encouraging the governments to 

formulate and implement legislations, policies and measures with regard to the 

following: 

 Integrating climate policies in broader development policies with a view to 

making implementation and overcoming barriers easier; 

 Financing and encouraging R&D for low carbon or cleaner technologies 
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with a view to stimulating technological advances, reduce costs, and 

enable progress toward stabilization; 

 Legalizing then necessity of observing the Environment Impact 

Assessment (EIA) as a step towards bringing a balance between the three 

pillars of sustainable development namely: economic growth, social 

development and environmental protection; 

 Encouraging the maximum possible interaction, coordination, integrity 

and solidarity among Asian delegations involved in climate change 

negotiations with a view to providing for a collective wisdom by Asia as 

their common interests which in turn shall strengthen Asian regionalism 

and contribute to the cause of an Asian integration; 

 Interacting with and make collective attempts with other Asian States 

Parties for pushing the environmental priorities and urgencies of Asia 

within the agenda of financial and technological mechanisms of 

environment related instruments such as Global Environmental 

Facility(GEF), those operating within UNEP and the established 

technological and financial mechanisms in Durban in 2011; 

9. Invite APA Member Parliaments to exchange experiences and best practices on 

environmental issues and provide, on a voluntary basis, the data and information 

concerning issues related  to  sustainable development, climate  change  and  other 

environment related major issues to the Secretariat to be compiled in a data base for the 

reference and use by all Member Parliaments; 

10. Invite also APA Member Parliaments, who are in a position to do so, to provide material 

and technical support to APA members in their efforts to combat climate change and 

desertification; 

11. Call on parliamentarians from APA to urge their respective governments to publish 

Intended Nationally Determined Contributions (INDC) after Paris Summit; 

12. Urge APA Member Parliaments to support the objectives of the Paris Agreement to 

control and reduce the greenhouse gasses, early complete the system of law and policy in 

line with international commitment in response to climate change; 

13. Note with concern that the estimated aggregate greenhouse gas emission levels in 2025 

and 2030 resulting from the intended nationally determined contributions do not fall 

within least-cost 2˚C scenarios; 

14. Note also that much greater emission reduction efforts will be required than those 

associated with the intended nationally determined contributions in order to hold the 

increase in the global average temperature to below 2˚ C above pre-industrial levels to 1.5 

˚C above pre-industrial levels; 
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15. Recommend action be taken by the Green Climate Fund (GCF) within existing 

framework to assist the Asian region and especially its developing nations with 

mitigating the effects of climate change and protecting natural resources in order to 

ensure a healthy environment for future generations focused on aiding developing 

countries to promote mitigation, as appropriate and adapt to the increasing effects of 

climate change and the protection of natural resources; 

16. Call upon APA to expand partnership with country and partner outside the region to 

exchange information on climate change, and natural disaster, mobilized financial 

resources to invest in project related to clean and energy saving technologies, and 

establish a research center in Asia to provide aid to the developing Asian countries in 

support for national policy programs with regards to sustainable Information and 

Communication Technology (ICT); 

17. Recommend APA Members to deliberate the mechanism for an Asia wide response in times of 

natural disasters and calamities to provide timely aid and rescue to those in need of help; 

18. Request developed APA Member Parliaments to offer advice to the other members on 

how to acquire and effectively utilize the tools to combat economic shocks resulting from 

climate change, such as damage to property and infrastructure, lost productivity, mass 

migration, and coping costs through the preparation of sustainable policies pertaining to 

disaster preparation programs with special attention given to the needs of the rural 

population; rain water harvesting; green roofs; river embankment strengthening; food 

silos; early warning systems; and information and communication technology to facilitate 

information sharing; 

19. Request the Secretary General to seek the views of APA Member Parliaments on the 

implementation of the present resolution and report there on to the next session of the 

Standing-Committee in 2018; 
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Draft Resolution on Financial Affairs: Ensuring Efforts for 

Economic Growth 
 

SC-Economic /Draft Res/2017/10 

26 April 2017 

 

We, the Members of the Asian Parliamentary Assembly, 

Recalling APA resolution on the ramification of International Financial Crisis for the Economies 

of Countries of APA Member Parliaments, APA/Res/2015/13 and other relevant APA 

resolutions; 

Expressing concern with the repercussions of the sovereign defaults and financial markets 

volatility to the economic growth in APA countries; 

Noting that a social order based on justice and egalitarianism is of critical importance to 

accelerate social and economic progress everywhere, help in achieving international peace and 

harmony; 

Appreciating the measures that have already been taken by Asian Parliaments and their 

governments to contain the negative impacts of economic crisis in their economies, and expect 

them to take further steps to stimulate their respective economies; 

Noting that the economic growth in Asian Economies has not been shared equally in the society 

whereby the Gini Coefficient, as reported by the Asian Development Bank, had grown 

significantly over the last decades and that regional cooperation which have already existed in 

Asia could serve as a platform for enhancing cooperation among sub regional economic 

organization that would improve welfare for all in Asia;  

Noting that peace and stability in the region is an important contributor to economic growth and 

that occupation, violence and political instability act as inhibitors for economic development and 

that maintaining regional collaboration on political stability is crucial;  

Recognizing also the necessity to effectively reform the current global financial architecture so 

as to achieve a more balanced world economic and financial order; 

Encouraging parliaments to adopt policies through their legislative and scrutiny roles aiming to 

enhance the role of the private sector and increasing its contribution to economic integration, in order 

to create the appropriate jobs or opportunity of jobs; 
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Emphasizing parliaments on the role of the private sector by influencing national expenditure 

policies through the roles of parliaments, particularly with regard to discussions and approval of 

budgets and final accounts, as well as the adoption of investment laws and the provision of 

incentives and guarantees for private sector growth; 

1. Call upon Asian governments to take new policy approaches to develop a more 

comprehensive and innovative growth strategies needed to sustain a more resilient, 

balanced, sustainable and inclusive economic growth that is necessary means to 

create decent jobs and reduce inequalities to promote the formation of a regional 

SME's network; 

2. Stress upon Member Parliaments to remove all obstacles to socio-economic progress 

and all forms of discriminations, including, but not limited to, those on the basis of 

race, colour, creed, cast, sex, language, religion, nationality, and ethnicity ; 

3. Call upon APA Parliaments to ensure by all means respect for the dignity and value 

of all human beings and ensure adherence to human rights and social justice by 

legislative and oversight means, ensuring equality of opportunity for all; 

4. Encourage Member Parliaments to work on an informal debate at APA platform on 

the potential benefits of social justice in their respective countries and promote 

greater cooperation for equitable economic development in Asia; 

5. Call upon APA member parliaments to support the development of Asian-led 

multilateral bank sand its capacity to promote equitable economic growth, improve 

national and trans-boundary connectivity and to seek possible establishment of a 

regional stabilization fund in times of economic crisis; 

6. Encourage APA member governments to create a protocol to enhance resilience to 

economic crisis which regulates the allocation for some budget reserves for economic 

crisis mitigation; 

7. Also encourage governments in Asia to promote cross-border private investments 

while ensuring an institutional capacity and prudent regulatory frame work to enable 

countries to absorb large capital flows, while at the same time using bilateral swap 

arrangement to promote the role of local currency in financing cross-border trade; 

8. Urge Parliamentarians of Member Legislatures to promote social justice and 

development in their respective policies as a common interest of all nations of Asia 

by encouraging, promoting and endorsing national and regional efforts to raise the 

living standards of peoples; 

9. Recommend APA member parliaments to promote the adoption of Basel III to 

improve supervision on financial sector  governance; 

10. Encourage parliaments in APA member countries to support the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development and focus on policies that alleviate 
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poverty, including improving access to health, education, capital, employment and 

social protection to help close income inequalities; 

11. Call on APA member parliaments to consider reviewing their respective 

legislations, where appropriate, to give more support to small and medium 

enterprises (SMEs) by giving access to low interest credit loan and to provide 

capacity building and regional networking to integrate SMEs into regional and global 

value chains; 

12. Encourage parliaments to support financial inclusion for the poor in each respective 

country and to share best practices of financial inclusion in the region; 

13. Stress the importance to invest in human development and to provide sufficient 

public funding for education and health for everyone, without gender bias, to face the 

future global and Asian economic demands; 

14. Request the governments in respective countries to channel more funds in joint 

research and development (R&D) activities as a means to spur innovation and viable 

economic growth strategies to sustain a more resilient economic growth; 

15. Also request the governments in respective Asian countries to promote the 

implementation of low carbon economy despite the global economy deceleration; 

16. Call upon the APA Member Parliaments to continuously promote the need for 

reform in global financial institutions and architecture, financial technology 

regulation, with the view for a balanced world economic and financial order; 

17. Call upon APA member countries to strive to create an enabling institutional and 

business environment that can promote financial stability, financial inclusion, and 

efficient mobilization and utilization of the available resources; 

18. Call Upon APA member countries to facilitate investing their sovereign funds and 

encourage their private investors to invest in Asia rather than other parts of the 

world. 

19. Concern very strongly about the use of sanctions or any mechanisms of financial 

and economic pressure on APA Member States applied for political purposes. 

 


